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What does straW mean? 

PROMOPAGLIA is the project for the 
sponsorship of the culture of the STRAW in 
Italy. 
An association composed by professionals, 
crafts and industrial enterprises, research 
institutes born to the common need to promote 
initiatives in the disclosure branch, research 
and development of techniques and practices 
focused on the use of this material, today 
undervalued, with an extreme economic, 
social and environmental sustainability.
For this reason the PROMOPAGLIA association 
has, as the main purpose, the sponsorship of 
the raw STRAW and products that deriving 
from it in the architecture, engineering and art 
branches, regardless form the countries and 
enterprises involved.

PromoPaglia
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What does straW mean? 

The European Strawbale Building Association is the network of the European 
representatives, the most active associations that, since many years pursuing 
training and disclosure activities, aimed on the use of the straw in the building 
sector. The main purpose of the Association is promote, develop the use 
of the straw as a sustainable building way in all the meanings of the term 
“sustainable”: renewable, ecological, healthy, energy efficient, cheap and 
social. The association is independent and no-profit, officially born in February 
2016 in Venice. The association’s member generally represent the European 
scene of the straw builders, so identified:

ArTUR – Sustainable Architecture (Slovakia), ASBN – Austrian Straw 
Bale Network (Austria), COMPALHA – Associação para a bioconstrução 
com materiais naturais em Portugal (Portugal), FASBA – Fachverband 
Strohballenbau Deutschland e.V. (Germany), MSZE – Magyar Szalmaepitok 
Egyesulete – Hungarian Strawbuilders Association (Hungary), OSBN 
– Ogólnopolskie Stowarzyszenie Budownictwa Naturalnego (Poland), 
Promopaglia (Italy), RCP – Red de Construccion con Paja (Spain), RFCP 
– Réseau Français de la Construction en Paille (France), SBUK – Strawbale 
Building UK (United Kingdom), SBN – Strobouw Nederland (Netherlands).

The general assembly has elected the association’s directive council so defined:
Dirk Eberhard (FR), Sissy Hein (DE), Maciej Jagielak (PL), Zuzana 
Kierulfova (SK), Stefano Soldati (IT), Herbert Gruber (AT) and 
Audrey van den Heuvel (NL).

ESBA
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What does straW mean? 

ESBG, European Strawbale Builders Gathering, is an international event that, 
once every two years, gather, since 1999, craftsmen, designers, fans of straw 
buildings, as well as people already live in straw bale buildings from all over 
Europe.
The target of the ESBG is to promote the most popular reality and building 
practice in Europe, combining theory and practice. During the 5 days event are 
scheduled a series of conferences, round tables, practice workshops, exhibitions 
and field trips, on economical, social and environmental sustainability of 
straw buildings. The proposed formula allows the users a complete series of 
experiences aimed to satisfy different kinds of formational needs. The broad 
approach at the theme can be interesting for people that already knows the 
wide world of the “self-building” as well as the one who wants approaching at 
this resource with professionals and business intents.
An event with a large scientific purpose useful to let everybody know how much 
amazing this material is, caters to the largest audience of technicians and 
professionals with the intent to let them know the technique features and all the 
possible employment of the STRAW in buildings.

Gather ing issues
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What does straW mean? 

VENICE from June15th to19th

For the year 2017 Italy, with his PromoPaglia association, has suggested to 
organize the ESBG in Venice. The choice of Venice wants to give honor and 
respect to the strawbale buildings origins in Italy, which have had their diffusion 
at the beginnings of this century right in the territories of north-east Italy: the 
Adriatic and the Alto Adige.
Place of the foundation in 2016 of the European association of strawbale 
buildings builders (ESBA), Venice represents for the whole Italy a cultural and 
historic heritage of great importance. World symbol of architectural beauty, 
also the symbol of human prosperity which has chosen to take profit by natural 
elements for colonize an environment full of resources, but hard to tame. A 
binding with the past which incites the dialogue and excited the own topic that 
feature the event. The great hospitality that this city can offer and the logistic 
ability to benefit to the dedicated spaces at the event also allow at the users to 
join the different activities of the event with beautiful and suggestion proposals 
that this city offer to its visitors.

ESBG_2017



Publishers
ESBG_2017

ProgramProject Credits Sponsorship Contacts

What does straW mean? 

“Terminal 103” is a modern structure opened in 2003. The easy access at the 
structure is guaranteed by the nearness of an area for the short stop earmarked 
to the escorts of the departing and arriving visitors, also to a parking situated 
at few minutes walking form the building.
Situated in the heart of the cruise harbor of Venice, it extends on a 9.000 
square meters area on two floors.

Venice_Terminal 103
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What does straW mean? 

9.30-18.00

9.30-13.30

15.00-18.00

9.30-13.30

15.00-18.00

EVENING

9.30-13.30

15.00-18.00

9.30-18.00

STRAW BUILDINGS TOUR

THEMATIC CONFERENCES_B2B_WORKSHOPS
ATHENA STEEN

THEMATIC CONFERENCES_B2B_WORKSHOPS
WERNER SCHMIDT

THEMATIC CONFERENCES_B2B_WORKSHOPS
BARBARA JONES

ROUND TABLE

STRAW-PARTY

THEMATIC CONFERENCES_B2B_WORKSHOPS
BILL STEEN

COMPETITION AWARD

STRAW BUILDING TOUR

Thursday,  June 15th

Friday,  June 16th

Saturday,  June 17th

Sunday,  June 18th

Monday,  June 19th

ESBG_2017 Program
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What does straW mean? 

WHAT DOES STRAW MEAN?

Focus the meaning. What does “straw” mean? The hardest challenge is 
change. Change the meaning of the word Straw. 

straw  [lat. palĕa]: natural building material, with a low carbon discharge, 
made from the whole of dried stem’s wheat or other cereals, reaped and 
pressed.

This European gathering propose an articulated series of meetings, 
confrontations, worktables, workshops to think together at the buildings future, 
think at the laws that limit the emissions in the atmosphere for the next years 
and the role of straw and its building techniques.

The result of this reflection will represent on a European level a big pulse for 
the spreading and the development of the straw in buildings in the next years. 
We must change together.

Change the meaning of the word Straw.
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What does straW mean? 

Maurizio Melis is a scientific journalist. He writes for 

magazines as Newton and Equilbri. Since 2007 he is 

on the cast of the scientific broadcast Moebius on air on 

Radio24. On the same issuer, since 2009 he conducts 

Mr Kilowatt, a daily pill of information devoted at energy 

efficiency and alternative sources. He’s a musician and 

an author of scientific theatre.

Mauriz io Mel is

Moderator

Main moment of this convention is the roundtable entitled: “From field to build” 
that will treat the founding concept of dwell, looks as principal relationship 
between people and environment.

The house is the fulcrum of society, local engine of the emergent, exportable 
and repeatable micro-economy.
The target is thinking about the idea that, working with natural material as 
straw, is not only architecture, but also economy, health, welfare, social and 
cultural redemption inherently linked to the territorial develop.
The fulcrum of the roundtable that will involve great characters of art, 
architecture, economy, medicine, agronomy and sociology, will be the theme of 
natural architecture, and how can it be, through the usage of natural materials 
as straw, begin a changing process in the society addressed to the sustainable 
healthy, a possible answer at the issues that the modern world offers and which 
the West hardly found some alternatives.

That’s the challenge that the convention “From field to build” wants to accept 
to find a unique overview which studies all relevant aspects of natural living.

Round table
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What does straW mean? 

“The present is not a potential past, it is the moment of the choice of the 
action”.

Simone de Beauvoir

How are we come till that? Where we will go? If  experience becomes so 
just after being remembered and judged, the comparison with four pioneers 
of natural straw buildings will be an intense moment of synthesis, gift and 
learning.

Barbara Jones, pragmatic and volcanic future creators, Werner Schmidt, 
acrobatic and visionary dream maker, Bill and Athena Steen, curious and 
beauty lovers applicators. They will guide us through their stories and their 
vision of the future, they will allow our ideas to be better.

Four moments of full sharing, under the careful and curious guide of the 
moderators, that will flush out all the beauty of great stories of success.

Thematic conferences
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What does straW mean? 

Barbara Jones proposed to replace steel with wood, finding 

in the hazel wood a replacement for steel and proposing 

to use lime to make plasters made of lime and raw dirt with 

superior properties of transpiration than plasters made of 

cement. In 2009 she was elected as Fellow by the Royal 

Society of Arts, for business and marketing (FRSA).

Werner is known as the pioneer of straw buildings in 

Europe. His first building is date back to 2002, symbol 

of braveness and constancy. The innovation of this multi-

floor building was its bearing walls made of jumbo bales. 

His works are remarkable for his creative will and the 

experimentation of different materials, as well as for new 

construction solutions.

Barbara Jones Werner Schmidt

Athena comes from a family of notorious American-natives 

artists. Grown up in a building made of raw dirt, she loves 

to join functions and shapes to sculpt natural walls and 

shapes with natural consistence and color. In the early 

’80s she built her first little house made of strawbales.

Athena Steen Bi l l  S teen

Thematic conferences

Bill Steen, with his wife Athena, is the co-founder of 

Canelo Project, an ONG dedicated to the connection 

between  nature and culture. Co-author of the books 

“The Straw Bale House”, “Small Strawbale” and “Built by 

Hand”. His competences include the handicraft strawbale 

building with clay plasters, the photography, the writing 

and everything includes the beauty and completeness of 

life.
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What does straW mean? 
During the three days of the event, different worktables focused on different 
specific subjects related with the straw bales world will be organized.
For this edition of ESBG 2017 has been decided to use the OST approach 
(Open Space Technology) for the formulation of the subjects to face up to satisfy 
the real needs requested by the users of the own table and for the last analysis 
be truly real the works developed.

The Open Space Technology is a simple way to do many productive comparisons 
about subjects of common interest. The subjects will be proposed by the referents 
of the tables and them will gather here other people interested at the same 
matter. They will have a set time available to face up the issues related to the 
treated subjects and will have to produce a document to show in plenary during 
the last day to share the work done with the group.
It is a technology used by commercial enterprises as a key element for develop 
new business strategies. With a minimum of five participants till the limit of the 
capacity of the space available, they will work in parallel with other interventions 
of the speakers guests in other dedicated spaces. 

Worktables

PROPOSED THEMES:

•announcements, financing
•regulations, certifications
•building technologies
•straw buildings marketing
•auto-building
•bioclimatic design
•ecological LCA footprint

•straw houses casings
•straw houses plasters
•structures
•public straw buildings
•technical installations
•straw as coat
•straw sector
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Bui ld ing 
wi th

s t raw

Clay
plas ters

L ime
plas ters

Clay 
f in ish ing

L ime
f in ish ing

St raw
prefabr icated

bui ld ings

Workshop
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What does straW mean? 

News in this edition of the ESBG 2017 will be the possibility, for all the visitors 
and interested, asking for an appointment to the exhibitions enterprises for 
a personalized meeting, directly during the days of the gathering. Finding a 
growing presence in the job market of marketing companies and business 
reality that develop products and projects related to the straw world, ESBG 
2017 decided to intend as a facilitator of meeting between visitors and 
businesses.
In agenda are provided spaces where visitors will have the opportunity of 
organize and schedule appointments with the exhibiting companies, thus 
favoring the meeting between supply and demand and contributing to the best 
time management for all the visitors of the event. The space dedicated to this 
moment will be in the exhibition area in front of the conferences area. A space 
useful for all interested people and accessible to the outside in direct manner 
without the necessity to subscribe at the different days and conferences.

B2B with the enterpr ises



Publishers ESBG_2017
Program

Project Credits Sponsorship Contacts

What does straW mean? Tours

As in all ESBG, the days of work will be preceded and closed by two days of 
TOUR. For this edition it has been established, for the high number of straw 
buildings visitable in the neighborhood of Venice, to organize two different 
itineraries in order to be able to touch different realities. Tours will be a great 
opportunity to visit straw buildings already completed and also straw buildings 
still in construction. The visits will be accompanied and leaded by owners of 
the buildings and/or illustrated by designers involved. There will be possible to 
touch walls plastered with clay or lime, to feel the atmosphere inside a building 
made by straw bales and dialogue directly with who live every day in these 
buildings.
 
On thursday, June 15th the tour will move in the provinces of Venice, Treviso 
and Pordenone, will be the chance to visit, besides other constructions, La 
Boa, the first house in straw bales made on self-construction in 2004 and 
there will be the possibility of a guided tasting of DOC wines accompanied by 
local meats and cheeses (limited for 40 people on request with an additional 
cost of 7 €).

On monday, June 19th will go in the province of Padova, Vicenza and Treviso 
visiting different buildings of recent construction and we can have lunch in 
straw rooms of a biological farm, where we can taste local products.
Details will be highlighted in specific flyers. 
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What does straW mean? Tour | Thursday, June 15th

1. Salgareda (TV)

Agricultural outbuilding
Technology: wooden frame structure 
and jumbo bales

Distance travelled: approximately 198 km

2. Centro di Permacultura La Boa   
    Pramaggiore (VE)

Private residence
Technology: wooden frame structure 
and strawbales

3. Cordenons (PN)

“Associazione degli Alpini” headquarter
Technology: steel frame structure and 
strawbales

4. Tezze di Vazzola (TV)

Lime kiln “Morandi Bortot”
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What does straW mean? Tour | Monday, June 19th

Distance travelled: approximately 196 km

1. Vicenza

Private residence
Technology: timber structure and 
strawbales

2. Camisano (VI)

Organic farmhouse and private resi-
dence
Technology: timber structure and 
strawbales

3. Cornuda (TV)

Private residence
Technology: timber structure and 
strawbales

4. Mogliano V. (TV)

Private residence
Technology: timber structure and 
strawbales
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Patronage

Partner

MediaPartner

Patronages
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MainSponsor

Sponsor

TechnicalSponsor

Sponsorships
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CreditsProgram

www.promopaglia.it

info@promopaglia.it

www.esbg2017.eu


